
Petrel Chick feeding – Matakohe/Limestone Island – December 2014

The day in brief: This is an opportunity for people to come across to Limestone Island to see petrel 
chicks being fed and to discover what the petrel project and the island restoration project 
is all about. Groups will be guided and limited to 15 people. There is no cost for the day 
but a gold coin donation for each person and child would be appreciated.

After the boat trip across to the cement mill ruins, we will gather in the public shelter for 
an introduction and then walk up a steep hill to where the petrel burrows are located. Once
on site, it is very important we watch where we step so we do not damage the burrows. 
There will be opportunity for questions and photos, but please be mindful that we are 
there to observe and not get in the way of the people handling the birds.

After half an hour or so on-site, there will be time for people to explore the island a little, 
perhaps have lunch somewhere and then get back to the boat at the cement mill ruins by 
the time agreed by the group, probably between midday and 1pm.

Morning Departure: Unless you have been informed otherwise, the boat will leave from the Onerahi 
Jetty (the long jetty/pontoon down-harbour from the Yacht Club/Top Sail restaurant 
building).  For the sake of others, please be on time, we would like to leave the jetty 
promptly at 10am.

Parking: You can park nearby - hard up against the roadside bank just on the up-harbour side of the 
jetty. If you don't mind the walk, you can use the car park at the Onerahi boat ramp/public 
toilet and walk to the jetty.

The trip across: The Friends of Matakohe-Limestone Island have a large (approx. 6m) open 
aluminium boat with seating and life-jackets provided. Bring a coat even if it is fine, if the 
wind gets up you can get wave-splash coming into the boat.

What to bring: Check the weather forecast and dress appropriately. Sturdy walking shoes or hiking 
boots are recommended (no jandals, open shoes or high-heels please). Sunscreen and a hat
if it looks to be sunny. If its hot, bring something to drink. You will have time to have 
lunch on the island, so bring something to eat if you wish. If you suffer allergies, don't 
forget to bring medication just in case.

Island facilities: There is a composting toilet with hand-wash water at the mill ruins. There is no 
drinking water on that side of the island and no rubbish bins – take food wrappers and the 
like back to the mainland please. There is a public shelter with information boards at the 
mill ruins. Cell phone coverage on the island can be patchy.

Island history book: A copy of this book will be on hand for people to browse. They are for sale at 
$30.

Contacts: First try the trip coordinator/boatman Dwane Kokich on 437 6712 (evenings are best). If 
Dwane cannot be reached, phone the island Ranger, Bernie Buhler on 436 0923 or 021 
1322261. There may also be further information on the home page of the website 
www.limestoneisland.org.nz

Cancellation: Trips may be cancelled or altered due to weather or by requirements of the feeding 
programme or by other unforeseen circumstances. Should a cancellation occur and time 
permits, an attempt to inform people will be made by phone or email prior to departure.

If you decide not to visit or find that you cannot make it on the day, please inform Dwane 
as soon as possible. Dwane can allocate your seat to someone else, or not be waiting at the
jetty on the day, thinking you are just late but still coming!


